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Food & Agriculture Terrorism:  

An FBI Perspective 



Law Enforcement perception of the 

FBI 



Public perception of the FBI 



What is Agroterrorism 

The use, or threatened use, of biological, chemical, 
toxin, nuclear, radiological, or explosive agent against 

one or more component of the food or agriculture 
sectors. 

 

nVast majority of cases involve criminal intent 
n Murder 

n Extortion 

n Revenge 

n Disruption / Terrorize 

n Anti-animal / anti-crop 

nTerrorism involves terror, murder, political 
statements, incapacitation, economic damage 



Advantages of Targeting 

Agriculture 

n No taboo on attacking crops or animals 
n Less chance of state level retaliation 

n No one would suspect it would occur 

n Use of many WMD agents can go undetected 
for days or even weeks 

n Infectious Disease - natural vs. intentional 

n Plausible Deniability 

n Real vs. Hoax 
n Copycat incidents 

n Lack of consumer confidence 

n Financial losses even if threat is false 



Food and Agriculture Targets 

n Livestock  

n Crops 

n Water supplies 

n Farm workers 

n Food and agriculture transportation systems 

n Livestock producers 

n Food processors and handlers 

n Processing facilities 

n Restaurants, grocery stores, markets 



Introduction of Agents 

n Overt vs. covert 

n Multiple methods of delivery 

n Multiple points of insertion 

n Simultaneous introduction in 

multiple areas 

n Accidental 
n Tourists 

n Import of infected animals or products 



Livestock 

Industry 

n Vulnerabilities 

n Rapid inter/intra-state transport of 
animals 

n Centralized feed supply and 
distribution 

n Lack of security farms 

n Limited borders inspections 

n Poor traceability of animals 
n (Mandatory) Animal Identification System 


